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election, vested in a small body*: the assent of the rest
of the nobility being at first assumed, finally altogether
dispensed with. On the double choice of Richard and
Alfonso, A.D. 1257, the only question was as to the
majority of votes in the electoral college: neither then
nor afterwards was there a word of the rights of the other
princes, counts and barons, important as their voices had
been two centuries earlier.

The origin of that college is a matter somewhat in-
tricate and obscure. It is mentioned A.D. 1152, and in
somewhat clearer terms in 1198, as a distinct body; but
without anything to shew who composed it. First in
A.D. 1263 does a letter of Pope Urban IV say that by
immemorial custom the right of choosing the Roman
king belonged to seven persons, the seven who had just
divided their votes on Richard of Cornwall and Alfonso
of Castile. Of these seven, three, the archbishops of
Mentz, Treves, and Cologne, pastors of the richest Trans-
alpine sees, represented the German church: the other
four ought, according to the ancient constitution, to have
been the dukes of the four nations, Franks, Swabians,
Saxons, Bavarians, to whom had also belonged the four
great offices of the imperial household. But of these
dukedoms the two first named were now extinct, and
their place and power in the state, as well as the house-
hold offices they had held, had descended upon two
principalities of more recent origin, those, namely, of the
Palatinate of the Rhine and the Margraviate of Branden-
burg. The Saxon duke, though with greatly narrowed
dominions, retained his vote and office of arch-marshal,
and the claim of his Bavarian compeer would have been

1 Innocent IIT, during the con- speaks of * principes ad quos princi-
test between Philip and Otto IV, paliter spectat regis Romani electio.'
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